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Comments on Submind to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Regarding 
Biochemical Oxygen Demand Data and the Proposal to Recycle Water from Terminal Pond 
C-2 

J. M. Rersh, Associate General Manager 
Environmental Restoration & Waste M a ,  uernent 
EG&G RmLy Flats, Inc. 

We have recently received commenrs from the V.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EP.4; comments attached) regarding five-day biochemical oxygen demand (BOD-5) Cam 
collected from oursewage treatment plant, as well as our proposal to recycle water from 
Terminal Pond C-2. Our request for comment in these matters was uansmitted to EPA in a 
lener dated ,4ugust 20, 1990 (?0-DOE-8081), a copy of which is artackd for y o u  
reference. 

kPA's coiT?;fle;lE r e g m h g  Lie BOD5 &E which we DroLkkd are pri0;aTily infoxmauond 
in nature. However, EPA did question the accuracy of the car'bnaceous BOD-5 data that 
we submitted, and suggested that we institute periodic checks of these analyses using low 
level carbonaceous BOD-5 standards. We a-me with this suggestion, and request that your 
laboratory institute such a check sample pro,oram for carbonaceous BOD-5 if one does not 
zlready exist. We also suggest t",a you implenent a prou-, per EPA's suggestion, for 
outside verification of our carbonaceous BOD-5 analyses to assure their accuracy. Such a 
p m p m  may be conducted on a limited-duration or one-time basis. 

EPA's commenE regzreng ou; prqosdi ta recycle water fioin Terninal Pond C-2 x e  idso 
1argeIy irifom,ationd in name, dCrmgh a: !ea: one aciion item will be required on OUT 
part. EPA believes that a lette; will be required to amend the Plant's National Pollutant 
Discharge Eliminarion System (T\;PDES) p e x 3  to reflect the props& recycling project. 
We ask that your staff prepare a Cr& letlei for my signature for submittal to EP.4. W-e also 
ask that your lener include responses to EPA's comment #3, regwding algae growth in 
Pond C-2, and EPA's comment #, regzrchg emergency spill containment 

We q u e s t  that your staff prepare the lerter regarding the proposal to recycle Pond C-2 
water by November 1, 1990. At this time, we also ask that you inform us as to your 
p d u r e s  for assuring the accuracy of low-level carbonaceous BOD-5 analyses, per the 
foregoing discussion. 
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J. M. Kersh 

If there are any questions, please feel free to contact me or have your staff contact 
Tom Lukow of my staff on extension 4561. * E -  w 

P 
David P. Simonson, Acting Assistant Manager 
for Environmental Management . 

Attachments 

cc w/o Attachments: 
J. Rampe, DOE 
B. Shankland, EPA Region VIII 


